Salivary gland oncocytomas are very rare tumors with very few malignant cases reported in the literature. We describe a 77-year-old man with an oncocytic carcinoma of the parotid gland. The tumour was found in the right parotid region with enlarged lymph nodes in the neck. FNA smears revealed tumor cells with round-to-oval, centrally or eccentrically located moderately pleomorphic nuclei with fine chromatin and prominent nucleoli. These cells contained abundant granular cytoplasm and welldefined cell borders. Microscopic examination of the resected tumor showed solid sheets, nests, islands and cords of oncocytic cells diffusely infiltrating the surrounding tissues. The cervical lymph nodes also showed metastatic deposits.
INTRODUCTION
Oncocytomas are very rare tumors that are usually benign and typically occur in the parotid gland. Oncocytic carcinomas are exceedingly rare in the salivary glands. We present cytological and histopathological findings of a case of malignant oncocytoma of the parotid gland in a 77 year old male and make a summary of all the accepted criteria in the reviewed publications as definitive of oncocytoma and malignant oncocytoma of the salivary gland. Furthermore a differential diagnosis with other neoplasms is also discussed.
CASE REPORT
A 77year old male presented with a painless swelling in the right side of the neck since 6 months . On examination , an irregular hard mass measuring 3x2.5cm was arising from the right parotid gland. The mass was fixed to the underlying tissues. There was a single enlarged lymph node in the right cervical region. CT scan was also suggestive of a malignant parotid tumor in the superficial lobe of right parotid gland.
FNA of the mass was done. Smears showed the tumor cells occurred singly and in multilayered sheets. The tumor cells had round-to-oval, centrally or eccentrically located moderately pleomorphic nuclei with fine chromatin and prominent nucleoli. Many cells contained abundant granular cytoplasm and well-defined cell borders; Some tumour cells showed fine vacuolations in the cytoplasm (Fig1&2).However, several stripped nuclei with prominent nucleoli were also noted in the background. Keeping in view these cytological findings possibilities of Oncocytic carcinoma and Acinic cell carcinoma were suggested. Despite being described 5 decades ago, not much is known about these rare tumors. The biologic behavior cannot be evaluated fully because of the paucity of cases reported and the lack of follow-up information. [ 7 ] However, the main treatment modality is surgery with or without adjuvant radiotherapy. Goode and Corio have reported that tumours smaller than 2 cm in diameter appeared to have a better prognosis than those that were larger. [ 8 ] Follow up of some of the reported cases reveal that these tumors have the potential risk of developing distant metastases and demand long term follow-up after therapy. [ 9 ] In oncocytic carcinoma of the head and neck, the presence of distant, rather than local lymph node, metastasis is the most important prognostic indicator. [ 10 ] CORRESPONDENCE TO Dr Kavita Mardi ,MD,DNB Assistant Professor 12-A, Type V Quarters GAD Colony Kasumpti, Shimla, H.P E. mail: kavitamardi yahoo.co.in
